
APRIL 3

Reading has excellent schools. 
That quality is being threatened by lack of funds. 

The Reading Teachers Association urges you to  
vote YES for Reading’s schools on April 3.

Our funding problems are not unique. State funding for education has not kept up with the 
cost of providing services. But, unlike many other communities, our town does not have enough 
industry to make up for the shortfall. 

The result? The school budget has been cut deeply. For example, the high school has lost 26 
sections in required classes (English, Science, etc.), class sizes are growing at all levels and Reading 
now spends far below the state average educating our students. 

More cuts will be made at all levels if the voters do not approve the Proposition 2 ½ override. 
Reading’s students will face:

• INCREASED CLASS SIZES AT ALL LEVELS

• REDUCED COURSE OFFERINGS

• DECREASED STUDENT SUPPORT

Show PRIDE in your community. 
Show SUPPORT for our students. 

Show COMMITMENT to a brighter future.

VOTE YES ON APRIL 3



Budget cuts over the past several years have already led to 
increased class sizes and reduced services for students. 
If the override does not pass, the cuts will be even worse. 

Here’s how students will be affected next year without a YES vote.

Increased class sizes at all levels
• Elementary 

 » 27-28 students in grades 3-5

• Middle 
 » 30 students

• High School 
 » 28-40+ students; including AP classes

Fewer course offerings than in the past
• Middle Level 

 » No more foreign language
 » Grade 6 literacy instruction cut by 50%
 » Fewer elective course offerings

• High School 
Deep cuts have already been made, and won’t be restored without the override.
 » Over the past two years, the high school lost 26 sections in required classes, plus significantly 

reduced physical education and health sections. 
 » Fewer sections = fewer options for schedule changes and higher class sizes
 » Limited sections of AP classes

Decreased Student Supports
• Decreased teacher access as our student-to-teacher ratio continues to increase and is now well beyond 

the state average.

• Middle School Model will be dismantled, resulting in less social-emotional support. 

• A cumulative loss of 25 positions in 3 years!

• Ongoing instability in staff as teachers are leaving Reading at unprecedented rates due to declining 
working conditions and better opportunity elsewhere. 

• Limited exploratory opportunities for our special education students. 

In 2016, Reading spent $13,285 per 
pupil, which is 15% less than the state 
average. The graphic shows how 
much MORE per pupil the surrounding 
towns and the state spent. Without an 
override, the gap WILL grow even wider. 
Data from Massachusetts Department 
of Education: www.profiles.doe.mass.
edu/statereport/ppx.aspx

Data from: http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/ppx.aspx


